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How to support Austin 
Wildlife Rescue

Critter

The beginning of each year tends to be slow at Austin Wildlife Res-
cue. The staff are cleaning, reorganizing, updating protocols, and 
preparing for another busy baby season. This year is off to an unex-
pected start with a Bald Eagle, a badly injured coyote, two juvenile 
bobcats, and a litter of baby raccoons.

Bald Eagle
The Director of Bay Area Wildlife Rehabilitation called us to see if 
we could take a Bald Eagle from them, since they are not permitted 
specifically for eagles. She drove the eagle from the other side of 
Houston to our rehabilitation center. After x-rays, staff determined 
he had a fractured coracoid (collarbone), but otherwise he is okay. He is healing from his 
injury and will be released back where he was found when he has full flight again.

Bobcats
We don’t get many bobcats at AWR, but this year we have had two juveniles arrive separate-
ly. Bobcats spend a year with their mother before they set out on their own. Both bobcats 
arrived very thin, but very feisty! They must have been separated from moms a little too 
young and were not finding enough food on their own. They are spending the winter with 
us, putting on weight, and learning to catch prey before release in the spring.

Continued on Page 5...



Mission
Austin Wildlife Rescue rehabilitates 

and releases orphaned, sick, and 
injured wild animals and educates 
the public to coexist with wildlife. 

Website
www.austinwildliferescue.org

Email
info@austinwildliferescue.org

Facebook
facebook.com/AustinWildlifeRescue

Instagram
@austinwildliferescue

Amazon Wish List
WildlifeRescueInc.

Board of Directors
Hyden Johnson, President
Brian Doty, Vice President
Kathy Turney, Secretary
Annie Judice, Treasurer

Beverly Seffel
Sarah O. Smith

Tammy Greenblum
Richard Manson

Dotti Ratzlaff
Alyssa Doumanoff

Kris LeDoux

Community Advisory Board
Jim Spencer,

KXAN Meteorologist
Dr. Paul Brandt, 

Westgate Pet & Bird Hospital
Amy Mills, 

Emancipet CEO
Frances Jonon,

 Austin Humane Society CEO
Ron Oliveira, 

Oliveira Communications
Edward Flores, 

Animal Advisory Commission
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In an effort to reduce mailing costs, you can 
receive future Critter Chronicles by email 
instead of snail mail. Please email office@
austinwildliferescue.org with your name and 
address so we can update our database!

My tenure at Austin Wildlife Rescue began 
as a volunteer in the mammal room, cleaning 
and feeding a seemingly endless progression of 
squirrels and opossums. I soon discovered that 
squirrels have a special place in my heart, and 
started rehabbing orphans — getting up to feed 
them at hours only the parent of a newborn can 

appreciate. At the beginning of this year, after a three-year term 
on the Board of Directors, I was honored to take over the role 
of President. As part of a remarkable team of board members, 
staff, and volunteers, I am dedicated to making sure this amazing 
organization remains financially sustainable and humane.

We are currently preparing for this year’s baby season, and con-
tinue to expand care and services at our new rehabilitation cen-
ter. We expect to care for more than 8,000 lives in 2020. Please 
join me in my appreciation of all the Good Samaritans who 
bring us wild animals in need, and the devoted donors who will 
make this possible!  

A Message from AWR’s New Board 
President, Hyden Johnson

We were so excited when the Bridge Maniacs 
called and offered their help with our erosion 
problem at AWR’s Bastrop County location. 
As part of the Lost Pines Master Natural-
ist Chapter, the Bridge Maniacs are a group 
of volunteers whose talents include building 
bridges, cutting trails, and installing culverts, 
among other things. They built a bridge over 
one of our ditches to give staff easier access to 
several of the animal cages. They put in cedar 
plank steps in two areas that were affected by 
erosion. Then they redirected water runoff and 
planted grass on the hills. We are so thankful 
for the Bridge Maniacs’ help!!

Bridge Maniacs to the Rescue
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The inside of Elbow Bend with 
sheet rock completed.

Wood Duck
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AWR’s Critters and Cocktails Open House was a huge success! On Febru-
ary 8th, we opened our rehabilitation center doors to the public for one 
special day. Over 200 people came to the event. Visitors enjoyed drinks 
with Tito’s Handmade Vodka, snacks and dessert. Executive Director Hay-
ley Hudnall shared AWR’s mission and talked about the incredible work 
that happens every day. Visitors were able to tour the outdoor enclosures 
including small mammal cages, deer pens, and the raptor flight cage.

During our busy season, we are unable to let people tour the facility since 
Texas Parks and Wildlife has strict regulations -- wild animals are not 
allowed to be on display since we do not want them to get accustomed to 
humans. Since February is one of our slowest months of the year, we were 
able to put the limited number of animals we had into a few off-limits 
areas and invite our donors, supporters, and anyone interested in how we 
accomplish our mission, to come visit.

Dayjah the Harris’ Hawk, Tito the Tortoise, and Tortellini the Tortoise 
were on-site for the event.

A huge thank you to H-E-B, Tito’s Handmade Vodka, and Moonlight 
Bakery for sponsoring the event!

Amplify Austin is March 5-6, 2020! 
We have set a goal to raise $40,000 
during this 24 hour period! Funds 
raised will help purchase food and 
medical supplies for Central Texas 
wildlife this year. You can set your 
donation now: www.amplifyatx.org/
organizations/austin-wildlife-rescue

   Save the Date!    

AWR’s 3rd Annual
 Caring for Critters Brunch

August 22, 2020
Hilton Austin Airport

Critters & Cocktails Open House

Dayjah, an ambassador 
Harris’ Hawk

Above: Team Lead Kathryn giving guests a tour of outdoor enclosures. 
Middle: Staff member Courteney accepting donations of much-needed 
items for the animals. Right: Tito the Tortoise.
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2019 BY THE NUMBER

7,838

1,087
Squirrels

24

925

974 
Opossums

272 
Raptors

1,892 
Songbirds

Spring in Central Texas is right around the corner. As Austin and the sur-
rounding communities continue to grow, we see a steady increase in hu-
man-animal conflict. Here are a few things you need to know in order to 
coexist with wildlife in your backyard.

Trapping is rarely the answer to wildlife in your 
house or on your property. When an animal is trapped 
and taken elsewhere, it just opens up that niche for 
another animal to move in, so you have not solved the 
problem. Many animals are looking for a place to have 
their young in the spring, and an attic or under a deck 
are quiet, attractive places. Trapping also tends to or-
phan babies and is a top reason we receive baby ani-
mals. Instead, make the area uncomfortable: soak rags 
in ammonia and place them around the attic, leave lights 
on for a few nights, and the animal will move out and take their young with 
them. Once you know the animal is gone, patch the hole so another animal 
does not move in.

As you start mowing tall grass and trimming trees, please look around be-
fore starting work. Cottontail nests are already established and squirrels and 
birds are working hard to construct their nests now. Please hold off on trim-
ming and mowing if you spot a nest. It only takes a few weeks for rabbits and 
birds to leave their nests. If you do not see a nest until it’s too late, please call 
us to find out if there is a way to reunite mom and babies.

As birds start migrating, we see a large number of uncommon birds in Cen-
tral Texas. Many are stopping over for a short time before continuing north. Cedar Wax-
wings are one example. It is not uncommon for them to eat fermented berries and become 
a bit intoxicated. These birds need to be brought into us for a few days of care. Humming-
birds tend to stop over as well, but some have a hard time finding food and also tend to run 
into glass pane windows. Since they eat about every 15 mintues, the injured ones need to 
come into us for care until they are ready to continue migrating.

590 
Raccoons

Wise About Wildlife

Total number of animals received by AWR

Total number of animals brought by Austin Animal 
Protection Officers

Total number of educational programs given by AWR

The first four baby 
squirrels of 2020.
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Raccoons
On average, baby raccoons start arriving in April/May in Central 
Texas and continue through August. You can imagine our surprise 
when these three showed up in December! They were fed by staff 
members every four hours around the clock. Fortunately, one of our 
raccoon rehabilitators picked them up last week and will raise them 
until they need to go into one of our large outdoor cages. They will 
be ready for release this summer.

‘Unexpected Start’ continued from Page 1...

Coyote
Animal Protection Officer Sain received a call about a coyote 
stuck in an old community garden. She was able to catch him 
and bring him to AWR. Right away staff could tell he was very 
thin, he had mange, and his tail was badly injured. After a week, 
it was clear the tail was not going to heal, and the coyote was 
getting stronger and more difficult for staff to handle each day. 
Our friends at Westgate Pet and Bird Hospital helped us out and 
removed the injured part of the tail. The coyote is gaining weight 
and his fur is growing back. Since he was not doing well in the 
area where he was found, he will be released at one of our desig-
nated release sites outside of city limits.

New Board Member Spotlight
I am excited to join the Board of Directors for AWR because I wholehearted-
ly agree with the mission of rehabilitating and releasing injured and orphaned 
wild animals while educating the public on how to coexist with the critters that 
bring such magic and peace into our world. In over eight years of volunteering 
and working with animal organizations, my most fond memories are those in 
which I witness an individual’s child-like spark being relit by their awe in na-
ture. Talk about your favorite animal they say. How am I to choose only one? 
Each time I try to pick one, it begins with opossumdeerskunkhawk and ends 
with spiderarmadillosparrow. -Dotti Ratzlaff

My name is Alyssa Doumanoff and I was born and raised in Austin, Texas. I 
grew up riding and competing at hunter/jumper equestrian events from the age 
of 6. I rode on the NCEA (National Collegiate Equestrian Association) Team 
while I attended Texas A&M. While at Texas A&M, I earned a degree in Wild-
life and Fisheries Sciences with an emphasis in wildlife conservation. After 
graduating, I moved back to Austin and began working in the environmental 
consulting field. I love wildlife because every creature is uniquely designed to 
survive and exists in order to hold a balance with all other life. I joined the Aus-
tin Wildlife Rescue board because I appreciate how the people involved with 
this organization understand the importance of humanity’s role in responsibly 
coexisting with wildlife and are not afraid to get dirty. I am so grateful for the 
opportunity and look forward to being part of the team at AWR!

We would like to thank Sallie Delahoussaye, Frances Pfertner, Dr. Susan Skyler, and Jessica Zaboroski 
for their years of board service. We are grateful that they will all remain active with AWR!

Coyote post-surgery at Westgate 
Pet and Bird Hospital
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Special Thanks to our Partners and Sponsors

Thank you to the many private donors who make what 
we do possible.

Austin Wildlife Rescue
P.O. Box 302695
Austin, Texas 78703


